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Accessing the Media Centre 
 
Dance Victoria launched a new online Media Centre in November 2021. The Media Centre 
is your one-stop shop for our media releases, image downloads, presentation information 
and more. We hope you find the resources helpful, and we are always open to your 
feedback to make it better. 
 
To access the Media Centre: 
 

1. Go to DanceVictoria.com and on the far right under the Account icon, select Media 
Centre (https://dancevictoria.com/media-centre/). 

 

 
 

2. The Media Centre web page appears. 
 

 
 

3. Determine your status: 
 

• If you do not already have an account, select Media Registration and fill out the 
web form to gain access. Note: You only have to do this once.  

• If you have an account, login with your email address and password. 



 
 
 

• If you have an account but forget your password, select Lost Password? to have 
an email link sent to you to reset your password. 

 
4. Once you are logged in, the website should remember your credentials so you can 

login more easily in the future. 
 

5. From the Media Centre page, you can: 
 

• Request a media kit for our various performances and events 
• Link to media kits directly for our Dance at the Royal performances 
• View and download hi-resolution images 
• Access our media releases 
• Read background information about the performances, companies and dancers 
• Read featured media coverage about the shows 
• Grab high-level details about the performances (who, what, where, when, how) 

 
6. Ticket information about our shows is here: 

https://dancevictoria.com/performances/tickets/single-tickets/ 
 

 
 
Media Contact 
 
Tracy Smith, Marketing Manager 
marketing@dancevictoria.com 
w. 250-595-1829 
c. 250-634-3970 
  



 
 
 

 
Program Description 

 
Ballet Memphis in Nutcracker 
Presented by Dance Victoria in partnership with the Royal and McPherson Theatres 
Society 
December 9-12, 2021 (Virtual Presentation) 
FREE!  
 
Dance Victoria and the Royal and McPherson Theatres Society are bringing the holiday 
classic, Nutcracker, to Victoria for FREE - our special gift for every household in our 
region! 
 
Experience the magic of Ballet Memphis in Nutcracker, an enchanting, made-for-TV 
holiday classic, filled to the brim with joy. Follow Clara in her adventures battling the 
Mouse King, and in the magical Land of Sweets where dancers from faraway lands 
entertain her and her dream Prince. This HD presentation was filmed at the historic 
Mallory-Neely House in the Victorian Village district of Memphis, Tennessee. The whole 
family can enjoy this heartwarming film from the comfort of their home this season! 
 
Ballet Memphis in Nutcracker 
Available December 9 (5 pm) until December 12 (11:59 pm) 
55 minutes | HD Video Presentation available from any internet enabled device 
 
Tickets: FREE 
A limited number of free tickets are available.  
Register at DANCEVICTORIA.COM beginning November 16, 2021 for your FREE access to 
the production from December 9 to 12, 2021.  
 
PRESENTING PARTNERS: 
 
DANCEVICTORIA.COM    RMTS.BC.CA 
 
SPONSORS: 
 
SEASON  LEAD SPONSORS   25TH ANNIVERSARY  
DermaSpa  Rob Tournour Masonry Ltd.  mōdev projects  
   Jawl Bundon LLP 
 

 

https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-memphis-nutcracker/


 
 
 

 
News Release 

 
November 15, 2021 

 
BALLET MEMPHIS IN NUTCRACKER: A FREE GIFT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 
Presented by Dance Victoria in partnership with the Royal and McPherson Theatres Society 

VICTORIA, B.C. – Dance Victoria in partnership with the Royal and McPherson Theatres 
Society is bringing the holiday classic, Nutcracker, to our community for FREE - our 
special gift to every household in Greater Victoria! 

Experience the magic of Ballet Memphis in Nutcracker, an enchanting, one-hour, made-
for-TV holiday classic, filled to the brim with joy. Follow Clara in her adventures battling the 
Mouse King, and in the magical Land of Sweets where dancers from faraway lands 
entertain her and her dream Prince. This high-definition presentation was filmed at the 
historic Mallory-Neely House in the Victorian Village district of Memphis, Tennessee. The 
whole family can enjoy this heartwarming film from the comfort of their home this season! 

“We are thrilled that our friends at Ballet Memphis reached out to us with their filmed 
version of Nutcracker when it became clear we were unable to present a live Nutcracker 
at the Royal Theatre this year,” explains Dance Victoria Executive Producer Stephen 
White. “And doubly thrilled that the Royal and McPherson Theatres Society agreed to 
partner with us so that we could offer this very special film to the families of Greater 
Victoria for FREE. A wonderful way	to celebrate the holidays and kick off Dance Victoria’s 
25th	Anniversary Season.” 

“Over the past 18 months, our web team has been hard at work developing our capabilities 
and implementing a new product to deliver digital content through our website. We're 
excited to use this new capability to partner with Dance Victoria in presenting this holiday 
tradition,” says Royal and McPherson Theatres Society Executive Director Franz Lehrbass. 
 
Ballet Memphis in Nutcracker is available from Thursday, December 9 (5 pm) until 
Sunday, December 12 (11:59 pm). The child-friendly film is 55 minutes and accessible 
from any internet-enabled device. 
 
How To Register 
Beginning November 16, 2021, visit DanceVictoria.com or rmts.bc.ca to register for your 

https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-memphis-nutcracker/
https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-memphis-nutcracker/
https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-memphis-nutcracker/
https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-memphis-nutcracker/
http://www.rmts.bc.ca


 
 
 
free access to the film from Thursday, December 9, 5 pm to Sunday, December 12, 11:59 
pm. A limited number of free tickets are available so register early. 
 
Share the Joy of Nutcracker 
Interested in helping cover the costs of bringing this digital presentation and ensuring we 
reach as many families as possible at the Victoria Women’s Transition House, the Victoria 
Native Friendship Centre, and Family Services of Greater Victoria? Join Nutcracker Kids 
Campaign Chair, Julie Rust Personal Real Estate | Engel & Völkers® and donate to 
Nutcracker Kids: DanceVictoria.com/nutkids    
 
About Dance Victoria 
Dance Victoria brings the World’s Best Dance to the Royal Theatre and your home and 
supports the development of new dance for the international stage from its studios in 
Quadra Village. Dance Victoria is a non-profit charitable society. DanceVictoria.com 
 
About the Royal and McPherson Theatres Society 
The Royal and McPherson Theatres Society (RMTS) manages two theatres on behalf of 
their civic owners and citizens of the region, cultivating a vibrant cultural hub for our 
community and creating theatrical experiences of the highest professional standards. 
Showcasing the best arts and entertainment has to offer, RMTS brings people together, 
connecting artists and audiences to share the wonders of live performance. rmts.bc.ca  
 
Media Contacts 
Tracy Smith 
Marketing Manager, Dance Victoria 
marketing@dancevictoria.com 
O: 250-595-1829 
C: 250-634-3970  
 
Ainslee Jessiman  
Programming and Communications Associate, Royal and McPherson Theatres Society  
ajessiman@rmts.bc.ca  
O: 250-361-0806 

 
 

Dance Victoria’s Nutcracker web page: https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-
memphis-nutcracker/  
History of Nutcracker: https://dancevictoria.com/performances/history-of-nutcracker/ 
 
 
  

https://dancevictoria.com/support/nutcracker-kids/
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Nutcracker Kids 
 
Share the Joy of Nutcracker  
 
We’re calling on folks like you to help us bring the holiday classic, Nutcracker, to our 
community for FREE!  
 
In partnership with the Royal Theatre, we are wrapping up a special gift for every 
household in our region!  
 
Ballet Memphis’ made-for-tv version of Nutcracker is enchanting, filled to the brim with 
joy. With your help, we will reach out to Victoria Women’s Transition House, the Victoria 
Native Friendship Centre and Family Services of Greater Victoria so every one of their 
client families can experience the magic of Nutcracker in their homes from December 9 
through December 12, 2021.  
 
In 2021, Nutcracker Kids contributions will support Dance Victoria acquiring the rights to 
Ballet Memphis’ film, paying for it to be broadcast into people’s living rooms, and 
supporting the promotion of the initiative. Contributions will give priority access to Victoria 
Women’s Transition House, Family Services of Greater Victoria and the Victoria Native 
Friendship Centre so they can register in advance of the general public. 
 
Please consider donating to Nutcracker Kids so more children can access this holiday 
presentation. Visit dancevictoria.com/nutkids to donate or call Dance Victoria at  
250-595-1829. The kids will love you for it!  
 
Watch a message from Julie Rust Personal Real Estate Corporation | Engel & Völkers, 
Campaign Chair of the Nutcracker Kids Campaign 

 
 

 

https://dancevictoria.com/support/nutcracker-kids/
https://vimeo.com/642047533


 
 
 

 

About Ballet Memphis 
 
Ballet Memphis was founded in 1986 with the mission to create a ballet company that is 
reflective of their community and the nation by creating, presenting and teaching ballet in 
a way that celebrates the human spirit. They have built a Company that is beautifully 
diverse in mind, body and soul and seeks to use our art in service to others. They have 
built acclaimed original repertoire that speaks of the cultural significance of the area, and 
they have shared it with audiences around the globe and at home, including The Joyce 
Theater in New York City and the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, D.C., among others. 
 
About the Film 
 
Ballet Memphis paired with their local film company, VIA Productions, to create something 
new as a "gift" during the COVID-19 pandemic: a movie version of Tchaikovsky's beloved 
holiday ballet. 

 
Identified during its opening credits as The Nutcracker: A Gift from Ballet Memphis, Dance 
Victoria and the Royal and McPherson Theatres Society acquired the rights for this 
production which is a legitimate motion picture rendition of the ballet, and not merely a 
filmed stage presentation. 

 
Instead of simply setting up a couple of stationary cameras to capture the dance in real 
time, Ballet Memphis’ Nutcracker, adapted and choreographed by Steven McMahon, was 
conceived, shot and edited like a movie, resulting in something that is "dramatized" yet 
"traditional," in the words of VIA creative director G.B. Shannon, director of the film. 

 
The camera cuts and parries, digital snowflakes complement the Snowflakes played by 
dancers and camera close-ups provide an intimacy impossible to achieve in a live setting. 

 
Presenting The Nutcracker as a movie means scenes that appear back-to-back onscreen 
may have actually been filmed miles apart. Most of the action was shot in the Ballet 
Memphis space at Overton Square, but the domestic scenes that bookend the fantasy 
adventure and that make up the bulk of the story, were filmed in Victorian Village at the 
historic Mallory-Neely House in Memphis, Tennessee, a place that predates the 1892 
premiere of Tchaikovsky's ballet by four decades. 

 
Adapted from an E.T.A. Hoffmann story about a young girl whose Christmas nutcracker 
inspires a fairy-tale-like reverie in which toys, flowers and snowflakes spring to life, 



 
 
 
Tchaikovsky's ballet has long been a holiday tradition for audiences and a revenue-
booster for dance companies around the world. 

 
The dancers perform to Tchaikovsky's music performed by the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra, and the cast includes seven international dancers hailing from Japan (including 
lead Mei Kotani), Spain, Brazil, Mexico and Panama. 
 
We hope that you enjoy Nutcracker by Ballet Memphis, a heartwarming film	from the 
comfort of your home	this season!		
	
	
Dancer Biographies 
 
 

 

Clara - Mei Kotani 
Mei Kotani is from Japan and joined 
Ballet Memphis in 2014 following her 
training at the Kirov Academy of 
Ballet in Washington, DC and 
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School. Her 
favorite roles include George 
Balanchine’s Square Dance, Trey 
Mclntyre’s Pork Songs, Steven 
McMahon’s Romeo and Juliet and 
Clara in Nutcracker. 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Nutcracker Prince – Oscar 
Fernandez 
 
Oscar Fernandez is from the village of 
Santillana de Mar of the state of 
Cantabria, in the North of Spain. He 
trained in classical, contemporary and 
Flamenco dance at the Real 
Conservatorie of Dance Mariemma in 
Madrid before joining San Francisco 
Ballet School on scholarship. He joined 
Ballet San Jose as Corp member in 2014 
where he performed in George 
Balanchine's Theme and Variations, 
Jorma Elo's Glow-stop, Karen Gabay's, 
The Nutcracker, Ben Stevenson 
Cinderella and Ohad Naharin's Minus 16 
among others. 
 
He joined Ballet Memphis in 2016 and 
performed in Steven McMahon 
productions, including Romeo in Romeo 
and Juliet and the Scarecrow in The 
Wizard of Oz, Cavalier in Nutcracker, as 
well as Spanish, Russian and Arabian. 
Oscar also has performed in George 
Balanchine's Square Dance, Reggie 
Wilson's I Am a Man, Matthew Neenan's 
Water of the Flowery Mill, and Mark 
Godden's Midsummer Night's Dream. 
 
Oscar teaches Adult Ballet and Latin 
Dance in the Ballet Memphis School. 
 

 
 
	
	
  



 
 
 
Media Coverage 
 
Ballet Memphis’ Nutcracker movie a ‘gift’ to the city 
 
Ballet Memphis Breathes New Life into Nutcracker 
 
How Ballet Memphis Was Able to Produce a Nutcracker Performance for Everyone to See 
 
Coming to a screen near you: The Nutcracker ballet 
 
 
 

https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/entertainment/2020/12/17/the-nutcracker-ballet-memphis-2020-movie-where-to-watch/3911086001/
https://www.memphisflyer.com/ballet-memphis-breathes-new-life-into-nutcracker
https://www.lensrentals.com/blog/2020/12/how-ballet-memphis-was-able-to-produce-a-nutcracker-performance-for-everyone-to-see/
https://dailymemphian.com/article/18532/the-nutcracker



