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Welcome. Thank you for taking interest in our presentation and in Dance Victoria.

We have a new secure Media Centre on DanceVictoria.com where you can access high resolution 
images for each of our presentations. Recent media releases and more are also available. 

To access our Media Centre, you will need to register for an account. To register:

1. Go to DanceVictoria.com.
2. Click the Account icon in the top right corner.
3. Select the Media Centre Registration button.
4. Complete the registration form with all of the required fields.
5. A screen will appear thanking you for your registration and with a login link. You can click the 

link to login immediately. You will also receive a confirmation email with your username and the 
login link.

6. You can reset your password at any time from this account login area by clicking the Lost 
Password? button.

With access to our Media Centre, you can:
•	 Request a media kit for each of our presentations
•	 Read more about each show including specific credits, past media coverage, additional  

resources and choreographer biographies
•	 Download high resolutions images by selecting them from our image gallery, and clicking the 

green Download button. Image credits are also provided.
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WHAT IS DANCE VICTORIA?

Dance Victoria brings a season of the World’s Best Dance to the Royal Theatre and supports the 
development of new dance from its professionally outfitted studios in Victoria’s Quadra Village. 
We are a not-for-profit organization, Registered Charity 87377 5522 RR0001.

Dance Victoria operates with the following values:

1. Excellence: programming across all genres of dance
2. Inclusion: acceptance and celebration of diversity
3. Curiosity: a state of perpetual learning
4. Passion: for the artform
5. Conversation: engage in discussion. Listen to audience and artists, and consider and honour 

other perspectives
6. Respect: every audience member is welcomed and valued

From Dance Victoria Studios in Quadra Village, Dance Victoria: 

•	 Commissions new works at the local and national level
•	 Offers creation residencies to local dance artists and visiting professional dance artists,  

companies and collectives
•	 Offers insight into the artistic process with its Rough Cuts series: featuring new works-in-

progress
•	 Awards the annual Chrystal Dance Prize, Canada’s largest award for international 
•	 collaboration, supporting emerging and independent dance artists
•	 Partners with our dynamic dance community to bring you Dance Days, a 10-day festival 

offering free dance classes all over town plus performances by cutting-edge choreographers 
and companies

•	 Provides free workshops for dancers by visiting artists with the Hugh Macpherson  
Masterclass Series

•	 Manages a multi-studio facility (including a newly upgraded film studio) offering studio  
rentals for class, rehearsal and intimate performances

Meet our team here: https://dancevictoria.com/learn/staff

Media Contact
Tracy Smith
Marketing Manager
marketing@dancevictoria.com
250-595-1829

Need hi-resolution images? Go to  
DanceVictoria.com and click the Account icon (looks 
like a person) in the top right corner or go directly to 

our Media Centre to register to gain access:
https://dancevictoria.com/media-registration/
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mailto:marketing@dancevictoria.com
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PRESENTATIONS

Dance Victoria brings the World’s Best 
Dance to the Royal stage through its 
Dance at the Royal Series. This annual 
series and additional activity reaches a 
total audience of about 23,000.

DANCE DAYS

The 10-day annual Dance Days Festival 
in January features approximately 70 
free events/classes in all kinds of dance 
styles around town. Rough Cuts are 
works-in-progress by selected  
artists from the Chrystal Dance Prizes 
or residencies and includes Q&A with 
the artists.

RESIDENCIES

To support creation in a meaningful 
manner, dance residencies give local 
artists the opportunity to work over an 
extended period in our studios for free 
as well as modest financial support to 
allocate to their creation process.  
Artists share their projects with local 
audiences – a fruitful exchange  
assisting in further development of their 
work.

CHRYSTAL DANCE PRIZE

The Chrystal Dance Prize is awarded 
twice annually. The Training category 
supports emerging western Canadian 
dance artists continuing their full-time 
training at an international institution. 
The Projects category supports  
independent artists, companies or z
collectives working on exceptional  
projects with an international artist 
(interpreter or choreographer).

https://dancevictoria.com/performances/at-the-royal-series/
https://dancevictoria.com/learn/dance-days/
https://dancevictoria.com/create/residencies/
https://dancevictoria.com/create/chrystal-dance-prize-projects/


STUDIOS

Dance Victoria Studios in Quadra  
Village are a centre for dance, provid-
ing a well-maintained and attractive 
venue for children, youth and adults 
taking dance classes. Between 4,000 
and 5,000 dance students, parents and 
dance makers come through the doors 
at the studios each month and more 
than 50 instructors earn their income. 

Ballet BC
Reveal + Tell
March	11	+	12	•	7:30	pm	
Royal Theatre
Running time:  Approximately 65 minutes (plus intermission)

Tickets: 250-386-6121 or Toll Free 1-888-717-6121  (see ticket prices further down)

Online @ DanceVictoria.com

About the Works - Reveal + Tell 

Webpage: https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-bc-2022/

This evening features three internationally renowned dancemakers. We will reveal a new world 
premiere from Artistic Director Medhi Walerski set to an original score by composer Adrien  
Cronet. We also bring you the Canadian premiere of Woke Up Blind, an intense exploration of love 
from virtuosic creator Marco Goecke, and The Statement, a striking and theatrical masterpiece 
from Ballet BC alum Crystal Pite—arguably the most sought-after choreographer in the world.

Woke Up Blind
Choreographer: Marco Goecke
Music: You and I - written & performed by Jeff Buckley
Like Young Lovers Do - written by Van Morrison & performed by Jeff Buckley

In Woke Up Blind, dancers are drawn into a world of intense sound. They outdo themselves 
competing with Jeff Buckley’s vocal power and guitar sounds, diving into the action recklessly, 
driven by longing. The songs You and I and The Way Young Lovers Do by Buckley deal with love 
in different ways. The first slowly, with strongly stretched vocals, the second with fast, frantic 
guitar accompaniment. Marco Goecke exposes human feelings through pure, highly complex 
movement. Illuminated from the background by the light of distant stars, all action is 
concentrated on the here and now.

https://dancevictoria.com/rent/studio-rentals/
http://www.dancevictoria.com
https://dancevictoria.com/performance/compagnie-herve-koubi-2022/
https://dancevictoria.com/performance/ballet-bc-2022/


New Work
Choreographer: Medhi Walerski
Music: Composed by Adrien Cronet

“[Medhi Walerski is] one of the most innovative dance makers today.” BROADWAY WORLD

Set to an original score by Belgian composer Adrien Cronet, the evening will also feature a new 
piece from Artistic Director Medhi Walerski—his first world premiere with Ballet BC as its leader, 
and first major creation after a lengthy break from live performance. Walerski’s work often ex-
plores universal themes such as human connection and the relationship between the individual 
and the collective. The piece will be created in collaboration with the company members.
A co-production with Les Théâtres de la Ville de Luxembourg

The Statement
Choreographer: Crystal Pite
Music: Owen Belton
Text: Jonathon Young
Vocal Performance: Meg Roe, Colleen Wheeler, Andrew Wheeler, Jonathan Young

“The Statement is a dazzling account of complicity, naivety and quilt.” THE INDEPENDENT

This one-act dance/theatre hybrid by the world-renowned Crystal Pite explores conflict of 
power through her distinctive and wildly inventive choreographic style. Originally created for 
Nederlands Dans Theater in 2016, four dancers move to a recorded script by Canadian play-
wright and close collaborator Jonathon Young. Locked in a battle for control, the characters have 
been tasked with fuelling a conflict in a distant country. Tensions rise when they are asked to 
take responsibility for their actions. In presenting The Statement, we are thrilled to continue our 
relationship with Pite, Ballet BC alumnus and one of Canada’s leading choreographers.
 
 
Biographies

CHOREOGRAPHER/ARTISTIC DIRECTOR MEDHI WALERSKI 

Medhi Walerski became Artistic Director of Ballet BC in July 2020.

Raised in France, he initially trained in Normandy with Laurie Bokobza and 
Christine Caroly before joining the Conservatoire Superieur de Musique et 
de Danse de Paris.

Walerski danced at the Paris Opera Ballet and the Ballet du Rhin before 
joining the Nederlands Dans Theater (NDT) in 2001. At NDT, he  
participated in the creation of numerous new works and danced in the 
company’s existing repertoire. He was awarded the most important Dutch 
dance prize, VSCD Zwaan in 2013 for most impressive dance performance.



He has worked closely alongside the creative forces of internationally established choreogra-
phers, creating and performing works by Jiří Kylián, William Forsythe, Mats Ek, Ohad Naharin, 
George Balanchine, Rudolf Nureyev, Paul Lightfoot and Sol Leon, Hans Van Manen, Crystal Pite, 
Emio Greco, Angelin Preljocaj, Jacopo Godani, Maurice Béjart, Johan Inger, 
Wayne McGregor.

Walerski’s professional choreographic debut was in 2008 for NDT 2. Since then, he has devel-
oped a close relation with NDT and Ballet BC for which he has created several works, as well 
as Bern Ballet, Goteborg Ballet, the State Ballet of Georgia, StaatBallet Hannover, Staattheat-
er Wiesbaden, and Charlotte Ballet. As an educator, he is regularly invited to lecture and give 
workshops at Dance Conservatories and Dance Festivals in the Netherlands, the United States, 
China, and Italy.

The Nutcracker. From 2006 to 2012 Goecke also held the post of Choreographer in Residence 
at the Scapino Ballet in Rotterdam. Since the 2013/14 season he has been an Associate Chore-
ographer at the renowned 
Nederlands Dans Theater. 

Goecke has received several international awards, including the Culture Prize of the State of 
Baden-Württemberg, the Nijinsky Award in Monte Carlo, the Choreographer of the Year in the 
critics’ survey by the magazine Tanz in 2015, the Dutch dance prize Zwaan as well as the Italian 
prize Danzadanza for best choreography of the year in 2017. Since January 2019, Goecke has 
been Artist in Residence with Gauthier Dance Stuttgart. In February 2019, Goecke created his 
first piece for the Paris Opera Ballet. In the 2019/20 season, Marco Goecke became Artistic 
Director of the State Ballet Hannover.

His most recent works include a Gershwin evening created for Gauthier Dance, full-length piece 
The Lover based on the novel of the same name by Marguerite Duras for the State Ballet Han-
nover, and The Big Crying for Nederlands Dans Theater.

CHOREOGRAPHER, MARCO GOECKE 
 
German choreographer Marco Goecke completed his 
ballet training in 1988 at the Heinz-Bosl-Stiftung ballet 
academy in Munich as well as at the Royal  
Conservatoire of the Hague, where he received his  
diploma in 1995. In 2000, he created his first  
choreography, entitled Loch. In the 2005/06 season 
Marco Goecke was appointed Choreographer in  
Residence at the Stuttgart Ballet, where in December 
2006 he created his first narrative ballet, 



Pite’s many awards include the Benois de la Danse for her creation The Seasons’ Canon  (2016) 
at the Paris Opera Ballet, the Governor General of Canada’s Performing Arts Award: Mentorship 
Program (2008), and the Grand Prix de la danse de Montréal (2018). She is the recipient of three 
Sir Laurence Olivier awards for creations with Kidd Pivot and The Royal Ballet.

Photos: Marco Goecke by Regina Brocke; Medhi Walerski by Rahi Rezvani; Crystal Pite by Anoush Abrar

Dancer biographies are available here: https://balletbc.com/company/dancers/

What Critics Say About Ballet BC 

“The company came blasting out of its pandemic hiatus this week with four pieces that each 
built a wholly different world… the show felt electric.” - Stir Vancouver

“Regardless of the restrictions we will always be able to create as artists.” - CBC, On the Coast

“It was a combination of more established choreographers and an emerging one.” - Vancouver 
Sun

“Here are a few introductions to the people who are helping Ballet BC “unfold” its vision again, 
but also move forward with fresh new energy.” - Stir Vancouver

“A program that boasts a compelling quartet of works to mark its much anticipated live-return to 
the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.” - Stir Vancouver

“Walerski is a serious choreographer, well known to local audiences through his previous pieces 
danced by Ballet BC.” - Dance International

“That carving of space plays out in gorgeously sculpted forms—solos, duets, and group work 
that embody even the subtlest ebbs and flows of the music.” - Stir Vancouver

CHOREOGRAPHER, CRYSTAL PITE  

In a choreographic career spanning three decades, Crystal Pite has 
created more than 50 works for companies such as the Paris Opera 
Ballet, the Royal Ballet, and the National Ballet of Canada. She is an 
Associate Artist at three institutions: Nederlands Dans Theater; 
Sadler’s Wells; and Canada’s National Arts Centre. She holds an 
honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from Simon Fraser University and is a 
Member of the Order of Canada. 

In 2002, she formed her company Kidd Pivot in Vancouver. Kidd Pivot 
tours internationally with works such as Betroffenheit and Revisor, both 
co-created with playwright Jonathon Young, as well as The Tempest 
Replica, Dark Matters, Lost Action, and The You Show.

http://balletbc.com/company/dancers/
http://balletbc.com/company/dancers/
https://www.createastir.ca/articles/ballet-bc-unfold-and-forgive-dance-review
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-46-on-the-coast/clip/15876618-ballet-b.c.-returns-in-person-show
https://vancouversun.com/entertainment/local-arts/ballet-b-c-gets-back-in-form-and-shape-for-new-season
https://vancouversun.com/entertainment/local-arts/ballet-b-c-gets-back-in-form-and-shape-for-new-season
https://www.createastir.ca/articles/ballet-bc-unfold-and-give-new-dancers
https://www.createastir.ca/articles/ballet-bc-unfold-give-sc
https://danceinternational.org/vancouver-the-online-season/
https://www.createastir.ca/articles/medhi-walerski-reaching-u-balletbc


About Ballet BC
Founded in 1986, Ballet BC is currently under the leadership of Artistic Director Medhi Walerski. 
Ballet BC is an acclaimed collaborative and creation-based company that is a leader and resource 
in the creation, production and education of contemporary dance in Canada. Based in Vancouver, 
the company’s distinctive style and approach has made a unique and valuable contribution to the 
development of dance both at home and around the world. In 2019, the company was nominat-
ed for an Olivier Award for Best New Dance Production for their tour to Sadler’s Wells in London. 
Ballet BC presents a diverse repertoire of Canadian and international work from the late 20th and 
early 21st centuries, including choreography by William Forsythe, Cayetano Soto, Sharon Eyal and 
Gai Behar, Johan Inger, Medhi Walerski, Ohad Naharin, Crystal Pite, Emily Molnar and more, and is 
deeply committed to the creation and performance of new works.

Land Acknowledgement
The Royal Theatre is located on the traditional lands of the Lekwungen peoples, also known as the 
Esquimalt and Songhees Nations. We extend our appreciation for the opportunity to live,  
create, and perform on this territory. 

Ticket Information 
Dance at the Royal Series single tickets and 3-show subscriptions are available for purchase online 
or through the Royal and McPherson Theatres Society.
Phone: 250-386-6121 or Toll Free 1-888-717-6121
Online @ DanceVictoria.com
Prices include GST, credit card fees and ticket surcharges.

Single Ticket Prices (Non-Subscriber Pricing) 

Loge  $105.50
Premium $96.50
A  $85.50
B  $65.50
C+  $35.00
C  $29.00

http://www.dancevictoria.com


Dance Victoria Staff
Executive Producer: Stephen White
General Manager: Bernard Sauvé
Operations Manager: Shireen McNeilage
Marketing Manager: Tracy Smith
Production Manager: Holly Vivian
Admin & Studios Assistant: Kiera Shaw
Accounting: Wendy Mahon 
Graphic Design: Rayola Creative 
Advertising Sales: Bonnie Light Advertising

Dance Victoria Board of Directors 
President: Susan K. E. Howard 
Vice-President: Robert Millar  
Treasurer: Julie Robinson  
Directors: 
Colette Baty 
Maggie Bartold 
Frances Grunberg 
Kayleigh Harrison 
Stacey Horton 
Carrie Smart  

Sponsors

Lead Sponsors – Ballet BC
RBC
Cameron Izard Snell Chartered Professional Accountants

Season Sponsor 25th Anniversary Sponsor Return to the Royal Sponsor 
DermaSpa  mōdev    Royal Bank of Canada (RBC)

Livestream Sponsor
Luxe Home Interiors

Lead Reception Sponsor Reception Co-Hosts
Tulipe Noire Boutique  hughes clothing      

Media Partner Host Hotel
Times Colonist Chateau Victoria  

Public Sector
Government of Canada CRD BC Arts Council Province of BC 

Dance Victoria wishes to thank its many donors and volunteers. Dance Victoria’s Chrystal Dance Fund 
and Endowment Fund are held at Victoria Foundation. Dance Victoria is a proud member of the Can-
Dance Network and the Greater Vancouver Alliance for Arts and Culture. 


